MEIHIN MUSEUM - PROVENANCE REGISTER

Record of Provenance

Version 2

The Hercules Tsuba: iron openwork tsuba, unsigned, pierced with
the Roman letters HER CULES

Momoyama to early Edo period, ¢. 1590-1640 - Tokubetsu Hozon Tosogu

FORMERLY IN THE COLLECTION OF

THE HOUSE OF COUNT TERAUCHI

An iron openwork tsuba whose eight Roman capitals read HERCULES; the
guard Akiyama Kyusaku examined in 1905 and Ogura Soemon named in 1925

as one of the two masterpieces of the first-generation Hoan.

ISSUED BY THE CURATORS OF THE MEIHIN MUSEUM
29 October 2026

PROVENANCE REGISTER NO. 3

The current version of this record
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THE WORK

TYPE Tsuba, iron, openwork (sukashi)

INSCRIPTION Unsigned; eight Roman capitals in openwork, HER CULES

ATTRIBUTION First-generation Hoan in the record of 1905-1935; #% 7i. (Jingo) on the
NBTHK paper

PERIOD Momoyama to early Edo period, c. 1590-1640

MEASUREMENTS  Rounded-square plate (nade-kaku-gata) with a raised rim (dote-mimi)

PAPERS Tokubetsu Hozon Tosogu, NBTHK: YL unsigned, attributed
to H 7L

FINDINGS

The findings are numbered statements. Each is set at the strength its evidence supports, given
in the margin (established or well supported), and each carries its sources, which the reader
may consult directly. Part I asks whether the work is the guard of the historical record; Part I

sets out what that record shows.

Eleven findings: 8 established; 3 well supported. One earlier reading has been withdrawn.
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Part 1. Identification

Whether the work is the guard of the bistorical record.

§1

The openwork of the work reads HE R C U L E S: eight
positive, seriffed Roman capitals, cut from the iron of the
plate and carrying its load, running about the plate as a sin-
glelegend. S, C, R, L and U (a rounded U) are each legible
on their own; H and the two Es are carried by the sequence.

The NBTHK paper names the work for its letters, W

1,2

# (Roman-letter openwork tsuba)

Present state

ESTABLISHED
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§2

The work is the Roman-letter tsuba of the published record 1905-1935
0f1905 to 1935. The descriptions agree with it in every par- ESTABLISHED
ticular across four witnesses and thirty years: eight Roman

letters pierced in the ground (1905: ST\ T

L ); the word Hercles (1913, and the lecture of 1934/35),

printed with the U lost in typesetting; a rounded oblong

plate of squared character (1905: ReALIZ KD 5 ), called

nade-kaku-gata in the lecture; and a thick rim with the

ground planed down (1905: HJE 3§ & T {7), the construc-

tion the lecture names dote-mimi (15 H). Akiyama

Kyusaku, who examined the guard twice, counted eight let-

3,45
ters, as the work bears.

Distinguished from: the signed circular iron guard with wheel openwork
and a hare and daikon on the rim, formerly Inukai’s, named beside it in
1925 ;6 the wheel-openwork guard formerly of Count S6, which Ogura il-
lustrates, and the unsigned wheel-openwork guard once Betchaku’s and lat-
er Nishigaki’s, which Akiyama also judged H(‘)an;7 and the wheel-openwork
Hoan tsuba of the Soken kinko zufu (1913), fig. 43, a reference for the

school’s style.8
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Part II. History

What the record shows of the guard, in the order of its history.

THE SEQUENCE, AS THE FINDINGS BELOW SUPPORT IT

. 1590-1640 Made in the Christian century, when Roman letters could be

1905

c. 1907

1913

1925

1934/35

2025

known in Japan

Examined by Akiyama Kyasaku: eight Roman letters pierced in
the ground

Akiyama sets it beside a signed Hoan and judges it Hoan

Recorded by Wada Tsunashird in the collection of Count

Terauchi

Accepted by Ogura Soemon as a masterpiece of the first-

generation Hoan
Described again in the Nihonto kéza lecture

Tokubetsu Hozon Tosogu, NBTHK

ESTABLISHED

ESTABLISHED

ESTABLISHED

ESTABLISHED

ESTABLISHED

WELL SUPPORTED

ESTABLISHED

§3

§5

§6

§7

§8

§9

§11
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§3

§4

c. 1590-1640
ESTABLISHED

The work was made between about 1590 and 1640. Roman
letters could be known and copied in Japan only in the
Christian century. The Jesuit mission brought a printing
press to Japan in 1590 and printed books in Latin from 1591
until the expulsion edict of 1614, and the expulsion of the
Portuguese in 1639 closed that world; in Higo the Roman-
letter seals of the Hosokawa house and its retainers were giv-
en up in 1648. The letters of the work are seriffed display
capitals, of the kind set on the title pages of the Latin printed
in those years. Within these years the paper’s H L, written
in the form reserved for the first two masters, points to the
first master, Shimizu Jinbei (1599-1675), who moved to
Higo in 1632; the second master, Jingord, was born in

9,10,11,12,13,14,1,2,15

1620.

1584-1587

Hercules to one Japanese Christian as a standing epithet: WELL

The Jesuit letters of the 1580s appear to give the name of
Shibata Reing, baptized Lino, the confidant and spear-mas- SUPPORTED
ter of Otomo Sorin, killed at Usuki early in 1587. The re-

ports of 1585 t0 1587 callhim [V 4 / (4HtLEE) &

FAEN S BHRO~NT 27V 2DE I LF ) XD

# A\ | , ‘a Christian noble called Lino (Shibata Reing), like

the Hercules of Bungo’, and Frois’s letter of 1 October 1585,

printed as an appendix to the annual report of that year,

gives him the same name. In the mission the word appears to

16,17
have stood for a warrior’s prowess, apart from scripture.
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§6

On 19 December 1905 (Meiji 38) Akiyama Kyasaku was 1905

shown the guard as ‘the treasured piece of a certain person’ ESTABLISHED

(85 DI Z ) and recorded itas [ RALIZHEKD 2
HEST S TUREFN\FEMBLICLILZEL L
Y] :acurious thing, oblong with a squared character,
the rim thick and the ground planed down, eight Roman
letters pierced in the ground’. A senior colleague present
pronounced it armourer’s work (F? B li#)); Akiyama dis-
sented on the evidence of the iron. His account is printed in
Ogura S6emon’s book 0f1925.°

Two years later Akiyama saw a tsuba signed Hoan, asked to c. 1907 (printed

see the lettered guard again and set the two side by side: 1925)
[ZHERLAAL LD SFEITHREL, o ESTABLISHED

TE#HES £ FL{ G <72 % ] . On the density and softness of

the iron, the exposed forging grain and the reddish cast, he

judged the two to be of one hand ([FI{F (2 & 7% & HAH°

HHIE L 72). His verdict: [EIZBH (w~) OXIBT

bhb, BEROBELOBERTHS. B6CIBH

RAO—EYTHG I ], ‘truly a rare and celebrated

guard, a sound historical reference piece, probably the only

one of its kind in all Japan’. He argued that the guard had

come through the ban on Christianity because its word is no

. . 3
outright religious text.
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§7

§8

§9

In 1913 Wada Tsunashird, in the Honpo soken kinko ryakushi, 1913
records an unsigned iron tsuba by Hoéan in the collection of ESTABLISHED
Count Terauchi, pierced with the letters Hercles: [ D

AR (SFAABATED O HerclesD 335

U125 & Dd Y | . He takes it for the very beginning

of Western letters on tsuba (F£5- % $8(2 F U1 2 ).

The Count Terauchi of that year is Terauchi Masatake

(1852-1919), created count in 1911, field marshal and later

prime minister. Ogura reprints the passage in full in 1925."

In 1925 Ogura Soemon, writing as the fifth head of the 1925
Amiya house, names [RIHEAE DRI D 5 FRARD
HEHEL O | the English-letter openwork tsuba of the

Terauchi family given in Wada’s account, together with the

ESTABLISHED

signed wheel-openwork guard formerly Inukai’s, as the mas-
terpieces accepted as works of the first-generation Hoan, and
calls the pair [MEEVER ORI | |, the twin unsurpassed
pieces among his works. His closing names it once more:

Fﬁ%i@%@%%@@b%@%ﬁ@%%f@b
29

Ogura appears to describe the guard once more in his lecture 1934/35
on fittings in the Nihonto koza, first printed in 1934/35: a WELL
rounded-square plate with a raised rim (HEAE T FH),

pierced with the English letters Hercles, of very fine work.

SUPPORTED

With the signed wheel-openwork guard it is one of two
pieces that raise Hoan’s name the higher, and of both he
adds that they seem to stand at a considerable distance from
Hoan’s usual work. The post-war edition of 1968 reprints

5,19
the lecture in modern wording.

J\
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§ 10

§11

Abe Akiro’s study of Christian tsuba (1990), of some forty-
nine guards, appears to set the Roman letters found on
Japanese guards among Christian signs, legible to the in-
structed: INRI, and alpha and omega, beside the chalice and

20
the host.

In 2025 the NBTHK designated the work Tokubetsu
Hozon Tésogu. Its paper describes the work as EXe 8 TR
unsigned, and attributes it to #E 1. (Jingo), written in the
form the NBTHK uses for the first two masters of that
name, without den (). The record of 1905 to 1935 (§§ 6,
8) attributes the guard to the first-generation Hoan; the two

2
attributions stand side by side.

1990
WELL
SUPPORTED

2025
ESTABLISHED

CONCLUSION: Formerly in the Collection of the House of Count Terauchi (from

§§7,8).
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WITHDRAWN READINGS

Readings that later research has overturned are kept here in full, struck through, with

the reason.

W1  Fhetromandfornroftheworkbefong to-thecarkiest period WITHDRAWN
E ehe-schoohro-which-the NBEL 4 o
The reading rested on a comparison of the work with
the guards of two Higo mountings designated Jayo
Tosogu, and on a specialist’s examination reported to
the museum but not yet citable. Withdrawn 29
October 2026: The two guards are signed J\fUE: 71
E, and the NBTHK gives them to the second master,
Jingoro, born in 1620.” They show the manner of the
school, not its earliest period, and cannot place the
present guard within that period. The work is dated by

its letters and the Christian century (§ 3).

SOURCES

1. The work itself and its photographs, read letter by letter, in the museum’s research
file. k1

2. NBTHK, Tokubetsu Hozon Tosogu paper for the work (2025): LT O, SR,
# 71 Read from the original document. E1

#m LB A

BROMEI L bTD oNRFAL, EKHREN L TELERL, Z20HEY

HEJJEBCIRE S NI IEERE MO L Ok,
L UOHHCHFE ORI, HILE L TRIORLIGR
CEMROFTRICI s AT H 10, SAETH
ZHUEBE, SAosi TARERE] L8,
2k e eiiNE (16204F) 42 o RER
ESOfEL § 5, " SRERAIROERZRT ., 20
BOAZRTbOTII L (. AEP Z ORIICE
ZtRTane, AFHOERIZ., 20FEXFY &~
2yoMidick-oTEZ S (BE=H) .

il

LAFEL ZOFHE (—FTOHAITLD) . HEHOMAELR. &1

2. HAEMTIRRF S, REORBIREF IR AR TE (FHLE)
gt HA, FOCEC L VR,

LY.
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3. Ogura Soemon /NE A, Nibon tsuba toko roku HAFRT] T.§% (Chao
Token Kai, 1925), pp. 68-69: the account of Akiyama Kyuasaku, printed in full.
Read on the page image. National Diet Library Digital Collections, PID 1871584,

frame 39. E1

4. Wada Tsunashiro A1 HIHEPYER, ed., Honpo soken kinko ryakushi AFREE G 4 T
75 (1913), p. 50, with the interlinear note SFNH B3P Shimane University
Library Digital Archive, Kuwahara Library, item 7187 (da.lib.shimane-

u.ac.jp/content/7187), read on the page image. E1

5. Ogura Séemon, lecture on tsuba makers and fittings, Nzhonto koza H AR J] 38 R,
vol. 5, Kodogu-hen /NEEF (Yazankaku, 1934/35), the Hoan section. National
Diet Library Digital Collections, PID 1265847, frame 100. E2

6. Ogura Soemon, Nihon tsuba toko rokn HZAS$H J] T§k (1925), pp. 64-65. Read
on the page image. National Diet Library Digital Collections, PID 1871584, frame
37.E1

7. Ogura Soemon, Nzhon tsuba toki rokn HA$E J] T§k (1925), pp. 69-71: the close
of Akiyama’s account and Ogura’s closing. Read on the page images. National
Diet Library Digital Collections, PID 1871584, frame 40. E1

8. Soken kinks zufu 2R & T.XIFE (1913), plate page 9, fig. 43, examined at full
resolution. National Diet Library Digital Collections, PID 1014506, frame 38. E1

9. Ernest Satow, The Jesuit Mission Press in Japan, 1591-1610 (privately printed,
1888), Preface: Valignano’s return to Japan on 21 July 1590 with a fount of
European type, and the first extant work of the new press the following year, after

Bartoli’s history of the Society. Read on the page image. E1

10. Shinmura Izuru i H H, Kirishitan kenkyi yoroku B AP ST R 8% (1948), p.
131: the type press brought by Valignano on his third arrival, Tensho 18/7 (1590),
and the first book printed with it the next year. Read on the page image. National
Diet Library Digital Collections, PID 1041115, frame 72. E1

10.

 FTEHAE VY B AR [ A4 il 5 W& 3

- TR TR

JNERAEM THARSETITR) (FRTIBE, RIETE) ASA~SNIED &

WAL (23 - FEMEEGIC L b R, B ERREHE TS 2 va
v 27 ay PID 1871584, =2<39, E1

(CRIEZ4E) HOH. #E [SFNEERT
B . BIRRFNENEE 72T =4 7. FEE, BRT187, FEHH
Bz & bR, E1

JNEREEMOME, THATME] s /EER (HELE, BAL - +

) | R0, EvESREH IS A rar 2y 52 PID 1265847, 2=
100, E2

JNERAEM THAERII TSR] (RIEHEE) AE~ANAH, FEmEHc L

fes, EVEANEM TS &2 rar 22 5 2 PID 1871584, 22<37, E1

JNERAEM THARTITR]  (RIEHWE) Nh~t—H. #iloitdofk

G L/NE DR, REIERIC X O R, B EIRERT I Ava v sy
PID 1871584, = <40, E1

(KRIEZ4E) MBOLHE. B+ =K., RABIREC X b
2 EVESNEMH IS A rar 22 5 2 PID 1014506, 2 <38, E1

. 7—=A4A b % b [The Jesuit Mission Press in Japan, 1591-16101 (Hf

B —F BWKWR) B3 Y7 Y = — 7 H15904ET H 21 H I B T7 % #
ZTHAICIEE L, Bl eHRFTOBRERE OFIAP»BF B2 v b
YOA4 =X ARBICE B) o HEGIC X YRR, B

PR TERSCIgE RS (BRI T=49) —=—H: [HEHaKEE7 Y
=¥ —=HiEFHRE 2 HE~TZEHORHAZ LIcORRIE+T/ELA (—hH
NO) Thotel . HEGIZ L bR, EVEINEE s ravryay
PID 1041115, = =72, E1
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https://dl.ndl.go.jp/pid/1041115/1/72

11. Ishin Saden LUDNERIR, Thoku nikk: S1E HFL, printed in Murakami Naojiro )
TERER, ed., Tkoku nikki sho 52 E HELTP (1911), pp. 174-175: Saden’s own
record that he drafted the edict expelling the padres on the night of Keicho
18/12/22 (1614) and presented it the next day, with its text. Read on the page
image. National Diet Library Digital Collections, PID 993934, frame 112. E1

12. Tokugawa jikki T8 AL, Taiyiin-den go-jikki KERBERH FEHT, book 41
(printed ed. 1899, p. 31): the order of Kan’ei 16/7 (1639) ending the voyages of the
Macao ships. Read on the page image. National Diet Library Digital Collections,
PID 772999, frame 27. E1

13. Tsizka ichiran B — &, book 183 (1940 ed., vol. S, p- 25): the order of Kan’ei 16
(1639) carried to Nagasaki and delivered to the Macao men. Read on the page
image. National Diet Library Digital Collections, PID 1908952, frame 18. E1

14. Kumamoto kinseishi BEZA T T H1, annual report (1970), the domain chronology
for Keian 1 (1648): [FIZEFHIEH % 12 ] . National Diet Library Digital
Collections, PID 9769691, frame 4. E2

15. Higo kinko taikan AE#% < T K#: the Shimizu family’s own record of its masters
(SEAHFYE, 1823), transcribed from the Ide documents. Jinbei 1599-1675, to
Higo in 1632; Jingord born 1620. National Diet Library Digital Collections, PID
8312652, frame 33. E2

16. Jiroku-shichi seiki Iezusukai Nibon hokokushi 17~ « THACA = X A HA
R, series 111, vol. 7: the reports of 1585 to 1587. National Diet Library
Digital Collections, PID 12281432, frame 43. E2

17. Yasokai no Nibon nenpo HS Bk 2 D HAAEHR, vol. 2, p. 151: Frois’s letter of 1
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