MEIHIN MUSEUM - PROVENANCE REGISTER

Record of Provenance

Version 1

The Hercules Tsuba: iron openwork tsuba, unsigned, pierced with
the Roman letters HER CULES

Momoyama to early Edo period, ¢. 1590-1640 - Tokubetsu Hozon Tosogu

FORMERLY IN THE COLLECTION OF

THE HOUSE OF COUNT TERAUCHI

An iron openwork tsuba whose eight Roman capitals read HERCULES; the
guard Akiyama Kyusaku examined in 1905 and Ogura Soemon named in 1925

as one of the two masterpieces of the first-generation Hoan.

ISSUED BY THE CURATORS OF THE MEIHIN MUSEUM
28 October 2026

PROVENANCE REGISTER NO. 3

The current version of this record
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THE WORK

TYPE

INSCRIPTION

ATTRIBUTION

PERIOD

MEASUREMENTS

PAPERS

FINDINGS

Tsuba, iron, openwork (sukashi)
Unsigned; eight Roman capitals in openwork, HER CULES

First-generation Hoan in the record of 1905-1935; #% 7i. (Jingo) on the
NBTHK paper

Momoyama to early Edo period, c. 1590-1640
Rounded-square plate (nade-kaku-gata) with a raised rim (dote-mimi)

Tokubetsu Hozon Tosogu, NBTHK: YL unsigned, attributed
to H 7L

The findings are numbered statements. Each is set at the strength its evidence supports, given

in the margin (established or well supported), and each carries its sources, which the reader

may consult directly. Part I asks whether the work is the guard of the historical record; Part I

sets out what that record shows.

Eleven findings: 8 established; 3 well supported.
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Part 1. Identification

Whether the work is the guard of the bistorical record.

§1

The openwork of the work reads HE R C U L E S: eight
positive, seriffed Roman capitals, cut from the iron of the
plate and carrying its load, running about the plate as a sin-
glelegend. S, C, R, L and U (a rounded U) are each legible
on their own; H and the two Es are carried by the sequence.

The NBTHK paper names the work for its letters, W

1,2

# (Roman-letter openwork tsuba)

Present state

ESTABLISHED
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§2

The work is the Roman-letter tsuba of the published record 1905-1935
0f1905 to 1935. The descriptions agree with it in every par- ESTABLISHED
ticular across four witnesses and thirty years: eight Roman

letters pierced in the ground (1905: ST\ T

L ); the word Hercles (1913, and the lecture of 1934/35),

printed with the U lost in typesetting; a rounded oblong

plate of squared character (1905: ReALIZ KD 5 ), called

nade-kaku-gata in the lecture; and a thick rim with the

ground planed down (1905: HJE 3§ & T {7), the construc-

tion the lecture names dote-mimi (15 H). Akiyama

Kyusaku, who examined the guard twice, counted eight let-

3,45
ters, as the work bears.

Distinguished from: the signed circular iron guard with wheel openwork
and a hare and daikon on the rim, formerly Inukai’s, named beside it in
1925 ;6 the wheel-openwork guard formerly of Count S6, which Ogura il-
lustrates, and the unsigned wheel-openwork guard once Betchaku’s and lat-
er Nishigaki’s, which Akiyama also judged H(‘)an;7 and the wheel-openwork
Hoan tsuba of the Soken kinko zufu (1913), fig. 43, a reference for the

school’s style.8
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Part II. History

What the record shows of the guard, in the order of its history.

THE SEQUENCE, AS THE FINDINGS BELOW SUPPORT IT

. 1590-1640 Made in the Christian century, when Roman letters could be

1905

c. 1907

1913

1925

1934/35

2025

known in Japan

Examined by Akiyama Kyasaku: eight Roman letters pierced in
the ground

Akiyama sets it beside a signed Hoan and judges it Hoan

Recorded by Wada Tsunashird in the collection of Count

Terauchi

Accepted by Ogura Soemon as a masterpiece of the first-

generation Hoan
Described again in the Nihonto kéza lecture

Tokubetsu Hozon Tosogu, NBTHK

ESTABLISHED

ESTABLISHED

ESTABLISHED

ESTABLISHED

ESTABLISHED

WELL SUPPORTED

ESTABLISHED

§3

§5

§6

§7

§8

§9

§11
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§3

§4

c. 1590-1640
ESTABLISHED

The work was made between about 1590 and 1640. Roman
letters could be known and copied in Japan only in the
Christian century. The Jesuit mission brought a printing
press to Japan in 1590 and printed books in Latin from 1591
until the expulsion edict of 1614, and the expulsion of the
Portuguese in 1639 closed that world; in Higo the Roman-
letter seals of the Hosokawa house and its retainers were giv-
en up in 1648. The letters of the work are seriffed display
capitals, of the kind set on the title pages of the Latin printed
in those years, and its iron and form belong to the earliest
period of the school to which the NBTHK paper attributes
it. Within these years the paper’s #: 71, written in the form
reserved for the first two masters, points to the first master,
Shimizu Jinbei (1599-1675), who moved to Higo in 1632;
the second master, Jingord, was born in

9,10,11,12,13,14,1,2,15

1620

The Jesuit letters of the 1580s appear to give the name of 1584-1587
Hercules to one Japanese Christian as a standing epithet: WELL
Shibata Reing, baptized Lino, the confidant and spear-mas- SUPPORTED
ter of Otomo Sorin, killed at Usuki early in 1587. The re-

ports of 1585 t0 1587 callhim [V 4 / (4HtLEE) &

LN BHRO~NT 27V 2D LI LF ) XD

# A\ | , ‘a Christian noble called Lino (Shibata Reing), like

the Hercules of Bungo’, and Frois’s letter of 1 October 1585,

printed as an appendix to the annual report of that year,

gives him the same name. In the mission the word appears to

. . 16,17
have stood for a warrior’s prowess, apart from scripture.
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§6

On 19 December 1905 (Meiji 38) Akiyama Kyasaku was 1905

shown the guard as ‘the treasured piece of a certain person’ ESTABLISHED

(85 DI Z ) and recorded itas [ RALIZHEKD 2
HEST S TUREFN\FEMBLICLILZEL L
Y] :acurious thing, oblong with a squared character,
the rim thick and the ground planed down, eight Roman
letters pierced in the ground’. A senior colleague present
pronounced it armourer’s work (F? B li#)); Akiyama dis-
sented on the evidence of the iron. His account is printed in
Ogura S6emon’s book 0f1925.°

Two years later Akiyama saw a tsuba signed Hoan, asked to c. 1907 (printed

see the lettered guard again and set the two side by side: 1925)
[ZHERLAAL LD SFEITHREL, o ESTABLISHED

TE#HES £ FL{ G <72 % ] . On the density and softness of

the iron, the exposed forging grain and the reddish cast, he

judged the two to be of one hand ([FI{F (2 & 7% & HAH°

HHIE L 72). His verdict: [EIZBH (w~) OXIBT

bhb, BEROBELOBERTHS. B6CIBH

RAO—EYTHG I ], ‘truly a rare and celebrated

guard, a sound historical reference piece, probably the only

one of its kind in all Japan’. He argued that the guard had

come through the ban on Christianity because its word is no

. . 3
outright religious text.
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§7

§8

§9

In 1913 Wada Tsunashird, in the Honpo soken kinko ryakushi, 1913
records an unsigned iron tsuba by Hoéan in the collection of ESTABLISHED
Count Terauchi, pierced with the letters Hercles: [ D

AR (SFAABATED O HerclesD 335

U125 & Dd Y | . He takes it for the very beginning

of Western letters on tsuba (F£5- % $8(2 F U1 2 ).

The Count Terauchi of that year is Terauchi Masatake

(1852-1919), created count in 1911, field marshal and later

prime minister. Ogura reprints the passage in full in 1925."

In 1925 Ogura Soemon, writing as the fifth head of the 1925
Amiya house, names [RIHEAE DRI D 5 FRARD
HEHEL O | the English-letter openwork tsuba of the

Terauchi family given in Wada’s account, together with the

ESTABLISHED

signed wheel-openwork guard formerly Inukai’s, as the mas-
terpieces accepted as works of the first-generation Hoan, and
calls the pair [MEEVER ORI | |, the twin unsurpassed
pieces among his works. His closing names it once more:

Fﬁ%i@%@%%@@b%@%ﬁ@%%f@b
29

Ogura appears to describe the guard once more in his lecture 1934/35
on fittings in the Nihonto koza, first printed in 1934/35: a WELL
rounded-square plate with a raised rim (HEAE T FH),

pierced with the English letters Hercles, of very fine work.

SUPPORTED

With the signed wheel-openwork guard it is one of two
pieces that raise Hoan’s name the higher, and of both he
adds that they seem to stand at a considerable distance from
Hoan’s usual work. The post-war edition of 1968 reprints

5,19
the lecture in modern wording.
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§ 10 Abe Akiro’s study of Christian tsuba (1990), of some forty- 1990

nine guards, appears to set the Roman letters found on WELL
Japanese guards among Christian signs, legible to the in- SUPPORTED
structed: INRI, and alpha and omega, beside the chalice and
the host.zo

§11 In 2025 the NBTHK designated the work Tokubetsu 2025
Hozon Tosogu. Its paper describes the work as LTI, ESTABLISHED

unsigned, and attributes it to #E 1. (Jingo), written in the
form the NBTHK uses for the first two masters of that
name, without den (). The record of 1905 to 1935 (§§ 6,
8) attributes the guard to the first-generation Hoan; the two

. . . . 2
attributions stand side by side.

CONCLUSION: Formerly in the Collection of the House of Count Terauchi (from

§§7,8).
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THE STANDARD OF THIS RECORD

A finding is ESTABLISHED when it rests on a primary document read in full, or on extended

passages in two or more independent lines of transmission; printings of one text count as one.

A finding is WELL SUPPORTED when good evidence falls short of that threshold; it is
phrased with that reserve. Weaker findings, leads still being examined, and the record of
searches that found nothing are kept in the museum’s research file; this record states what the
evidence establishes. After 1980 the record includes only documents about the work itself
(designations, sayagaki, publications and exhibitions); it never names or points to owners,

dealers or sales. The grade of each source is given after its citation:

El A primary document, its operative text read in full

E2 An extended passage, recovered on a phrase unique to
the entry

E3 A short passage only

E4 Position on the page, or inference

Es A statement reported without a source

This record states the history of the work as it can be recovered from the sources cited, as of
its date. It is not an authentication, an appraisal or a valuation, and it is not a paper of the
NBTHK or of any other body; questions of authenticity, quality, condition and value are left

to those whose office they are. Designations are stated as the issuing bodies record them.
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28 October 2026 Research on the record completed. SMAETH TN FHE#5ET,

28 October 2026 First entered in the Provenance Register of the Meihin H

Museum, as No. 3, version 1.
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The above bas been examined by the Curators of the Meihin Museum and entered in the

Provenance Register.

ISSUED BY THE CURATORS OF THE MEIHIN MUSEUM

28 October 2026

PROVENANCE REGISTER NO. 3

Meihin Museum Provenance Register, No. 3, version 1. Entered 28 October 2026. Previous
version: none.
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