MEIHIN MUSEUM - PROVENANCE REGISTER

Record of Provenance

Version 3

Katana, the attribution to Yukimitsu of Sagami inlaid in gold

Late Kamakura period - Nagasa 71.5 cm

DOCUMENTED HEIRLOOM OF

THE DATE HOUSE OF SENDAI

Given by the shogun Tokugawa Yoshimune to the Date house of Sendai on the
betrothal of 1735, with its Hon ami origami of 200 gold mai, and kept in the

house’s register of swords.

ISSUED BY THE CURATORS OF THE MEIHIN MUSEUM

31 October 2026

PROVENANCE REGISTER NO. 1

The current version of this record
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THE WORK 1€

TYPE Katana T 7 7]
INSCRIPTION Gold-inlaid attribution: 179¢ (omote); A< with seal-mark (ura) 2 SR F TR B TARF (e |
ATTRIBUTION Yukimitsu of Sagami #HM 1Tt

o)) AT
PERIOD Late Kamakura period o ‘
R AR 7 =1 S A N |
MEASUREMENTS  Nagasa71.5 cm (2 shaku 3 sun 6 bu); sori 1.2 cm
%' £3715em (ZR=5R8%) . K bH12cm

PAPERS Jayo Token, NBTHK 70th shinsa, designated 6 November 2024

& € HEJ)R (HAREMIRRERS BL TR, SRNE—HARNEIEE)
FINDINGS At 3L
The findings are numbered statements. Each is set at the strength its evidence supports, given FHREE 2PN LR TH 2, BRI, 20MILYY 2 2HEE (FBE - HhH) %
in the margin (established or well supported), and each carries its sources, which the reader BIAMCR L. SBEBAT L LMD L3 L 5 M2 (3, E—3E AT H5E5 B

may consult directly. Part I asks whether the work is the sword of the historical record; Part IT 3 AT L —Th o h k. B2 2 DT RS
sets out what that record shows.

iR (HEEN, AHM) o eoFma—F2mE L 1.

Ten findings: 6 established; 4 well supported. One earlier reading has been withdrawn.



Part 1. Identification

Whether the work is the sword of the historical record.

§1

The work is the sword recorded as entry 50 of the Kenso hi- 1789
roku, the register of swords of the Date house of Sendai com- ESTABLISHED
piled in 1789: a katana of Yukimitsu of Sagami, with the

name and the appraiser’s seal-mark inlaid in gold, a groove

on each face, a length of 2 shaku 3 sun 6 bu, and an origami

0f 1735 at 200 gold mai. Every particular of the entry agrees

with the work as the NBTHK described it at its designation

1,2,3
in 2024 (§ 9).

Distinguished from: a second katana bearing the same gold inscription, 17
Y& and AP with the seal-mark, which measures 74.5 cm and was designat-
ed Jayo Token in 1964;4 six other Yukimitsu recorded in Date hands, all
short blades or of a different valuation; a signed Bizen Yukimitsu of the
same length with an origami of 20 mai;5 an unsigned Yukimitsu of the

. . . . 6
same length with an origami valued in kan.
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Part II. History
What the record shows of the sword, in the order of its history.

THE SEQUENCE, AS THE FINDINGS BELOW SUPPORT IT

1735, 4th month  Origami by Hon’ami Koy, 200 gold mai

1735, 6th month  Given by the shogun Yoshimune to the Date house of Sendai

1757 Origami for the Goto Tsajo fittings; in the Date house
1789 Kenso hiroku, entry SO

1789-1947 In the Date collection, to the death of Count Okimune
1947-1955 Leaves the Date estate in the post-war dispersal
Undated Sayagaki by Hon’ami Nissha: a Date heirloom

2024 Designated Jiyo Token, NBTHK 70th shinsa, item 16
2025 Sayagaki by Tanobe Michihiro (Tanzan)

§2 Hon’ami Koya’s origami for the sword is dated the third day
of the fourth month of Kysho 20 (1735) and values it at 200

1,2
gold mai, some ten weeks before the gift.

§3 The attribution to Yukimitsu, the gold inscription and the
valuation appear to have been made together in the spring of
1735 in preparation for the gift: an unsigned, much-short-
ened katana of the shogunal sword store, prepared for pre-
sentation. The inference is drawn from the date of the origa-
mi relative to the ceremony (§ 2) and from the practice of

7.8
the store in the period.
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§4

§5

§6

§7

On the nineteenth day of the sixth month of Kycho 20
(1735), the shogun Tokugawa Yoshimune gave a katana by
Yukimitsu of Sagami to the Date house of Sendai, on the be-
trothal of Princess Tone to Date Munemura. The gift is
recorded in at least six independent lines of transmission: the
Tokugawa jikki, the Kansei choshi shokafu, the Kinsei token
nenpyo, the Sendai shishi, the Dai Nibon komonjo and the
Date house’s own Kenso hirokn. The sources differ on who
received it at the ceremony: the Tokugawa jikki names Date
Yoshimura, lord of Sendai; the Kansei choshi shokafu names

. 9,10,1,11,12,13
the bridegroom, Munemura.

The mitokoromono by Goto Tsujo, bearing the hollyhock
crest, received a separate origami dated the seventh day of the
twelfth month of Horeki 7 (1757), at 3 mai. The sword and
its fittings were still in the Date house twenty-two years after
the gift. "

The sword remained in the Date collection from the compi-
lation of the Kenso hiroku in 1789, through the removal of
the collection to Tokyo in the Meiji period (370 swords,
1883 to 1893) and the time of Count Date Okimune, when
designations of 1933 and 1934 show the collection intact,
until Okimune’s death in July 1947. The conclusion is
drawn from the documented continuity of the collection

1,14,15
through those years.

The sword left the Date estate in the post-war dispersal of
the collection to the trade, within a documented window:
an agent of the estate was engaged from October 1951, and a

16,17,18
systematic sale began about January 1955.
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§8 A sayagaki by Hon’ami Nisshi is reported, in a published Undated J\ AETRHMNOBE L. AT % TBNFHZRER] L30T L TR 2
description of the sword, to record it as an heirloom of the WELL — ,\ ) 19 Hh
Date :fOsha (BN GHERER). SUPPORTED BALIE. ANORHORRCRE S 15

§9 On 6 November 2024 the NBTHK designated the sword 2024 L SHNAE (202448) +—HNH. HAERTIRIEEG 2 AFIE
Jayo Token at its 70th shinsa, as item 16. Its description of ESTABLISHED SE L EEE T QISR - o TAT] 2 EE )R HE R L W &
the work concludes that Hon’ami Kéya’s attribution to b ET—) . 2 OIS [RFTIEE O 13 2
Soshi Yukimitsu may be accepted (A 7R 5 O i s (3 s B
EEHsRE )’ ko LR,

§ 10 In November 2025 Tanobe Michihiro (Tanzan) wrote a 2025 -+ SFEE (20254F) +—H (B A) . HEEEE L) AL
sayagaki on the shirasaya. It records Koya’s gold attribution ESTABLISHED GRS 2 L. B O RIO D b 2R R Fe &

and the gift of 1735, following the Tokugawa jikk: in naming OFB AL FERE S TSR] - THb LT
¥ A H I w - e ==

5. BWIWHEBMK) | fEEE b B HEEETIREEC

20

Yoshimura as the recipient (§ 4), describes the work, cites the

70th Jayo designation, and concludes that the old attribu-

tion is appropriate: Ml A A flin T, TS A~ ZE] LR
CONCLUSION: Documented Heirloom of the Date House of Sendai (from §§ 1, fEE B ERIER B— M- HIEICL %) o

4,5).



WITHDRAWN READINGS

Readings that later research has overturned are kept here in full, struck through, with

the reason.

A\t = 5 WITHDR AWN

b) 4 2
TN X

The reading was given without a citation. Withdrawn
11 July 2026: Fukunaga’s glosses distinguish T LA,
Yoshimura, the fifth lord, from 1L, Munemura,
the sixth, within one passage.2 1L is Munemura. On

the recipient at the ceremony, see § 4.

SOURCES

1. Kenso hirokn SAMEHLFR (compiled 1789), section ARUXDHF, entry 50. Manuscript
copy accompanying the work, read from photographs of the pages. £1

2. Fukunaga Suiken TR IR, Kashitsu, shogun-ke, daimyo-ke token mokuroku H
F - FERK - KAFK A H %, the Date house, entry 44. National Diet
Library Digital Collections, PID 14030426, frame 113. E2

3. NBTHLK, Jayo Token, 70th shinsa, designated 6 November 2024: the designation
record and description of the work, item 16 (i JJ—7X). k1

4. Jityo token-to zufu B T] R ZE G, 12¢h session, part 1 (1964). National Diet
Library Digital Collections, PID 8799596, frame 61. E1
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HRTIRNEH % a signed Bizen Yukimitsu of 2 shaku 3 sun 6 bu with an origami
of 20 mai. National Diet Library Digital Collections, PID 14192182, frame 41.

6. Hikokan seisho: Kurokawa Kobunka Kenkyitjo zohin zurokn IREFETE E - H)I|
w1 AL SE T B 8% (1993): an unsigned Yukimitsu of the same length with

an origami valued in kan. National Diet Library Digital Collections, PID
12676698, frame 146.

7. Tokugawa jikki T8)11 %L, on unsigned swords of the shogunal store held under
an attribution to Yukimitsu. National Diet Library Digital Collections, PID
772978, frame 48. E2

8. Budo zenshi BB 228, the record of a cutting test of Genroku 6 (1693). National
Diet Library Digital Collections, PID 1236793, frame 173. 2

9. Tokugawa jikki )11 5240, Kokushi taikei edition. National Diet Library Digital
Collections, PID 12212059, frame 350. E1

10. Kansei choshi shokafu EIEBESEE, the entry for Date Munemura. National
Diet Library Digital Collections, PID 2985864, frame 177. E2
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(1993). National Diet Library Digital Collections, PID 13449337, frame 113. 2
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16. Saikd saibansho saibanshi, keiji ¥t = 7 FTECHI £ TR, no. 136 (1960).
National Diet Library Digital Collections, PID 1349094, frame 394. E2

17. Fiisetsu ni itkita niman kyisen nibyaku yo nichi BEICESIC AT E
% H (1995). National Diet Library Digital Collections, PID 14021527, frame
106. E2

18. Token to rekishi T & & FESE, no. 469, Fukunaga Suiken on the dispersal of the
Date swords. National Diet Library Digital Collections, PID 7901163, frame
33.E2

19. A published description of the sword (online, after 1980), reporting the Nissha

sayagaki. Cited only as the source of that report. E2

20. Sayagaki by Tanobe Michihiro (Tanzan) on the shirasaya, dated < EL#5; A,
November 2025. Read in full from photographs of the scabbard. E1

THE STANDARD OF THIS RECORD

A finding is ESTABLISHED when it rests on a primary document read in full, or on extended

passages in two or more independent lines of transmission; printings of one text count as one.

A finding is WELL SUPPORTED when good evidence falls short of that threshold; it is
phrased with that reserve. Weaker findings, leads still being examined, and the record of
searches that found nothing are kept in the museum’s research file; this record states what the
evidence establishes. After 1980 the record includes only documents about the work itself
(designations, sayagaki, publications and exhibitions); it never names or points to owners,

dealers or sales. The grade of each source is given after its citation:

El A primary document, its operative text read in full
E2 An extended passage, recovered on a phrase unique to
the entry
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E3 A short passage only
E4 Position on the page, or inference

Es A statement reported without a source

This record states the history of the work as it can be recovered from the sources cited, as of
its date. It is not an authentication, an appraisal or a valuation, and it is not a paper of the
NBTHK or of any other body; questions of authenticity, quality, condition and value are left

to those whose office they are. Designations are stated as the issuing bodies record them.

REVISIONS

11 July 2026 The count of witnesses to the gift of 1735 corrected.
Printed editions of one text are not independent
witnesses; the earlier count of fifteen became six

independent lines of transmission (§ 4).
11 July 2026 A reading of the recipient withdrawn (W 1).

28 October 2026 First entered in the Provenance Register of the Meihin

Museum, as No. 1, version 1.

29 October 2026 The citation of the designation (source 3) corrected.

29 October 2026 Version 2 issued.

31 October 2026 The sayagaki by Hon’ami Nissha is no longer described as

lost; it is held with the sword and reported in a published
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description (§ 8).

31 October 2026 Version 3 issued.

The above bas been examined by the Curators of the Meihin Museum and entered in the

Provenance Register.

ISSUED BY THE CURATORS OF THE MEIHIN MUSEUM
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